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$3,000 IN PRIZES
APPEARANCES WITH THE YMF 

DEBUT ORCHESTRA AND AT 
YMF SPECIAL EVENTS

APPLICATION DEADLINE

MARCH 1, 2010

LIVE FINAL ROUND

SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 2010
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ABOUT 
For 55 years, the YMF NATIONAL DEBUT COMPETITION has 
provided over 200 emerging new artists with solo perfor-
mances with the Debut Orchestra, the National Orchestra 
Camp Orchestra, and the YMF Youth Orchestra, along with 
cash stipends to further their musical studies.  Past winners 
include some of the Who’s Who in classical music including 
Leila Josefowicz, Misha Dichter, and Michael Tilson Thomas. 

PRIZES
GRAND PRIZE  $2000
  appearance with Debut Orchestra
  during 56th Concert Season

FIRST PRIZE $500

DISCOVERY PRIZE $500 (for students age 15 and under)

Additional performance opportunities may be granted beyond the 
Grand Prize, but are not guaranteed.

ELIGIBILITY
All current members and alumni of the Debut Orchestra, 
Scholarship Program, Chamber Music Series and National 
Orchestra Camp are invited to apply.   You may not have 
turned 27 at the time of the audition.  All previous recipients 
are ineligible to audition.  Applicants over the age of 15 are 
not eligible for the DISCOVERY PRIZE.

REPERTOIRE/AUDITIONS
Preliminary Round - DUE MONDAY, MARCH 1
All applicants must submit a complete DVD recording of the 
complete concerto or solo piece you would perform with the 
Debut Orchestra.  All applicants must perform the concerto 
with accompaniment.  Memorization is required, with the ex-
ception of those contemporary works written in the 20th and 
21st centuries.  PLEASE NOTE: The size of the Debut Orches-
tra changes throughout the season, so winning applicants 
may be asked to change their work if the orchestration is too 
large.  YMF encourages applicants to bear that in mind when 
selecting repertoire.  Recordings will not be returned.

Final Round - LIVE - SATURDAY APRIL 3, 2010
Up to 12 soloists will be selected to participate in the LIVE fi-
nal round of auditions.  Soloists must perform their complete 
concerto by memory, with accompaniment.  The judging com-
mittee is comprised of pre-eminent professional musicians 
from across Southern California.  All finalists will be notified 
by Monday, March 8.

INELIGIBLE WORKS
Applicants may not audition on the works listed below.    
Those applicants submitting a work from this list will 
be disqualified.  

VIOLIN
Korngold: Concerto
Part: Fratres
Saint-Saens: Concerto no. 3
Vieuxtemps: Concerto no. 5

FLUTE
Mozart: Concerto in D major

CLARINET
Copland: Concerto
Corigliano: Concerto
Mozart: Concerto
Nielsen: Concerto

BASSOON
Weber: Concerto

TRUMPET
Aratunian: Concerto

TUBA
Broughton: Concerto

PIANO
Rachmaninoff: Piano Concerto no. 2

APPLICATION DEADLINE
All applications and recordings must be received in the 
YMF Office no later than Monday, March 1, 2010.

CONTACT
Dr. Mieko H. DiSano, 
Director, Artistic Development & Education
310.859.7668
mieko@ymf.org



REPERTOIRE please list full title of concerto or solo work

EDUCATION !ll out if applicable

composer     title     

address      city/zip     

private teacher     phone    email

signature of private teacher         

applicant’s signature   date   

parent/guardian name (print) (if under 18)    

current school/higher institution/grade level       

Please type/print in the space provided.  Applications will be screened.  Submission of application does not guarantee an audition.

name     instrument  email

age     date of birth total years of study  

address     city/zip  phone

previous YMF scholarships or programs    

SIGNATURES
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

1) Enclose $20 non-refundable application fee (checks only, payable to YMF.) 
CURRENT YMF Scholarship Recipients are exempt from the application fee.

2) Return application and fee by 4:00 pm on Monday, March 1 (not a postmarked date) to:
Young Musicians Foundation, Attn: Debut Competition
195 South Beverly Drive, Suite 414  Beverly Hills, CA 90212

3) Finalists will be notified by EMAIL after 4 pm on Monday, March 8, 2010. 
Audition times and maps will be provided. Time change requests may not be able to be honored, although priority will be 
given to finalists traveling from outside the Los Angeles area. 
Please email Dr. Mieko H. DiSano (mieko@ymf.org) with any questions or concerns.  

BACKGROUND



PAST WINNERS OF THE DEBUT COMPETITION

Robert Chen Concertmaster : Chicago Symphony

Glenn Dicterow Concertmaster : New York Philharmonic

Mona Golabek international piano soloist

Leila Josefowicz international violinist & recording artist

Jeffrey Kahane Music Director : Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra

Nokathula Ngwenyama internationally renowned violist

Christoher Parkening Grammy™ award winning guitarist

Nathaniel Rosen famed cellist and teacher

Elizabeth Rowe Principal Flute : Boston Symphony

Cheryl Staples Associate Concertmaster : New York Philharmonic

Michael Tilson Thomas Music Director :  San Francisco Symphony

David Weiss  Former Principal Oboe, Los Angeles Philharmonic


